HB 3165 regarding management of Willamette Basin Water

Background:   The Army Corps of Engineers (COE), the Bonneville Power Administration, and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) are the Federal Action Agencies involved in the operation of 13 reservoirs in the Willamette Basin that hold more than 6.2 million acre feet of water.   Currently the water rights associated with the projects are limited to irrigation.   In 1996, state and federal agencies initiated the Willamette Basin Reservoir Study to analyze the many water uses in the basin and to recommend potential ways to allocate the water.   The Reservoir Study was suspended in 2000 following the listing of Willamette River fish under the Endangered Species Act.  The partners in the Reservoir Study agreed that long-term decision regarding allocation of the reservoir storage could not be completed until requirements for listed species were clarified.  
In July 2008 the National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) completed consultation with the Federal Action Agencies, though the issuance of a Biological Opinion (BiOp)  on the impact of the reservoirs on listed fish. One of the Actions called for in the BiOp calls for the legal protection of stored water released for fish via state instream water rights in the tributaries and mainstem.    
Federal Agencies have committed to a stakeholder process to discuss allocations. 
