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PROTECTING NATURAL FLOWS IN OREGON RIVERS




Vote NO on HB 2873

WaterWatch of Oregon urges you to vote NO on HB 2873 
What HB 2873 does:  HB 2873 is a bill that prohibits the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife from requiring fish passage, screening or bypass devices when a hydro-development project is added to an existing diversion dam or man made canal (otherwise known as “in-conduit” hydro).  

Is HB 2873 necessary for “in-conduit” hydro development to proceed forward?  No. The development of in-conduit hydro is not at issue under this bill. These projects will continue to move forward whether or not this bill is passed. The worthiness of in-conduit hydro as a new source of energy is not at issue under this bill.  

Is HB 2873 necessary as an “incentive” to develop in-conduit hydro?   No. Under the existing in-conduit statute, water users using existing structures to develop hydro power can bypass the much more rigorous process and environmental analysis of the regular hydro statutes (ORS Chapter 543).  The bill that allowed this (HB 2785, 2007) was touted as all the “incentive” irrigation districts, farmers and cities needed moving forward.

Is HB 2873 a “shortcut” to existing fishery protection laws? Yes. Oregon has understood the importance of fish passage since before statehood, and set laws and policies accordingly.  Oregon law requires fish passage on all artificial obstructions in streams that are home to native migratory fish. ORS 509.585 (2).  The existing statutes already allow alternatives to fish passage, if they provide a net benefit to fish.  ORS 509.585(7)(a).Oregon law also sets legal requirements and policy objectives for fish screening. ORS 498.306.  Consistent with existing law and policy, the in-conduit hydro statutes that were adopted in 2007 (HB 2785) require fish passage, screening and bypass conditions as required by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW).  ORS  543.765(5)(a).   HB 2873 will undermine all of these existing laws.  

Did HB 2873 proponents agree to fish passage and screening as a condition of “in-conduit” hydro development in 2007?   Yes. In 2007, the Oregon Water Resources Congress, Oregon Farm Bureau and other users groups agreed to a requirement for fish passage and screening on in-conduit hydro projects.  This agreement was the basis for conservation groups to not oppose the 2007 bill.   

Please do not roll back existing fish protections, vote NO on HB 2873.  HB 2873 is inconsistent with Oregon’s long-standing commitment to fish passage and screening across the state.  HB 2873 undermines existing laws and policies intended to protect fish and allow energy development.  Energy development is neither “green” nor “renewable” if it involves shortcuts that compromise existing protections for imperiled fish in Oregon.  
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