ACTION NEEDED BEFORE MONDAY!---Please send an e-mail to the Joint Ways and Means Natural Resources Subcommittee today urging them to oppose HB 3165, a bill that would undercut federal and state efforts to legally protect water for fish in the Willamette River and its tributaries. 

What House Bill 3165 does: HB 3165 undermines state and federal agency avenues to protect water released from Willamette Basin Reservoirs for fish.  Specifically, HB 3165 prohibits the Water Resources Department (WRD) from processing transfer applications for stored water from the Willamette Storage Project (13 Reservoirs) to other uses (i.e. fish) unless: (1) the WRD obtains either private or public funding to convene a group of “affected stakeholders” and federal agencies, (2) the WRD assembles this group for the purpose of making a recommendation to the Water Resources Commission (WRC) as to the “appropriate” use of the water, (3) the work group issues a Report containing conclusions as to whether an application could be granted based on new standards that will undermine fish protections, and (4) the Report is officially approved by the Water Resources Commission.  

Key points to make in e-mails urging opposition to HB 3165: 

· HB 3165 could delay federal and state agency efforts to legally protect water released from the Willamette Project reservoirs under state instream water rights in amounts consistent with the 2008 Willamette Biological Opinion (BiOp). (The BiOp addresses the needs of salmon and steelhead).

· HB 3165 undercuts basin science behind allocating stored water for fish by requiring that any allocations must be deemed “equitable” and “appropriate” by a work group of “affected stakeholders”.  

· HB 3165 undermines the state’s ability to convert existing minimum perennial streamflows (MPS) to instream water rights in the Willamette Basin.  

· HB 3165 creates a new, ambiguous and poorly defined process that would constrain Oregon’s ability to issue stored water rights according to existing statutes and rules.  No other water right in the state must been deemed “appropriate” or “equitable” by an unnamed group of stakeholders. 

· HB 3165 is an attempt to undercut ongoing discussions regarding stored water allocations from the Willamette Storage Projects (13 reservoirs).  The Federal Agencies have committed to a stakeholder process. There is no need for this legislation.  
In a nutshell, HB 3165 could set back ongoing efforts by state and federal agencies to address imperiled fish needs in the Willamette Basin. Oregon’s economically important fisheries deserve better.

Background:   The Army Corps of Engineers (COE), the Bonneville Power Administration, and the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) are the Federal Action Agencies involved in the operation of 13 reservoirs in the Willamette Basin that hold more than 6.2 million acre feet of water.   Currently the water rights associated with the projects are limited to irrigation.   In 1996, state and federal agencies initiated the Willamette Basin Reservoir Study to analyze the many water uses in the basin and to recommend potential ways to allocate the water.   The Reservoir Study was suspended in 2000 following the listing of Willamette River fish under the Endangered Species Act.  The partners in the Reservoir Study agreed that long-term decision regarding allocation of the reservoir storage could not be completed until requirements for listed species were clarified.  

In July 2008 the National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) completed consultation with the Federal Action Agencies, though the issuance of a Biological Opinion (BiOp)  on the impact of the reservoirs on listed fish. One of the Actions called for in the BiOp calls for the legal protection of stored water released for fish via state instream water rights in the tributaries and mainstem.    

Federal Agencies have committed to a stakeholder process to discuss allocations. 

NMFS and COE have submitted letters of concern on HB 3165.  Link: 

Which Legislators to Contact (all links provided in sidebar)
1. If your state Senator or Representative sits on the Ways and Means Subcommittee, or is one of the Co-chairs of the full Ways and Means Committee, please contact them directly and tell them you are a constituent and you urge them to reject HB 3165.  Please cc the Co-chairs of the Natural Resources Subcommittee and the full Ways and Means Committee. 

2. If neither your Senator or Representative sits on the Ways and Means Subcommittee, please contact Co-Chairs of the Natural Resources Subcommittee and the full Ways and Means Committee.  

Ways and Means Natural Resource Subcommittee:  

           Membership:
           Sen. Chris Edwards, Co-Chair
           Rep. Jean Cowan, Co-Chair
           Rep. Bob Jenson, Co-Chair
           Rep. Jules Bailey, Co-Vice Chair
           Rep. Mike McLane, Co-Vice Chair
           Sen. Jackie Dingfelder
           Sen. Chuck Thomsen

           Staffing:
           Paul Siebert
           Andrew Fisk

Chairs, full Ways and Means Committee  
Sen. Richard Devlin, Co-Chair
Rep. Peter Buckley, Co-Chair
Rep. Dennis Richardson, Co-Chair

Link to bill:  http://www.leg.state.or.us/11reg/measpdf/hb3100.dir/hb3165.a.pdf

Link to Find your Legislator: http://www.leg.state.or.us/findlegsltr/    Type in your address to find out who your representative is. 

Link to Legislator Contact Information:   http://www.leg.state.or.us/house/    Click on your Representative’s name and it will provide you with all relevant contact information.  At this late date, e-mails are probably best.  

Link to Full Ways and Means Committee: http://www.leg.state.or.us/committees/

Contact info on for HB 3165:  

Kimberley Priestley, WaterWatch 503-295-4039 x 3, kjp@waterwatch.org
Jim Myron, Lobbyist, WaterWatch/Native Fish Society, 503-819-5589, myrons@canby.com 

: 
