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Portland neighborhoods; homelessness and affordable 
housing; and city and county governments. 
Education: Master’s degree in Educational Leadership 
and Policy, Portland State University; Bachelor's degree in 
Political Science, Pepperdine University. 

Thank you, Robyn and DavidThank you, Robyn and David
 

ROBYN GOTTLIEB 
Robyn joined WaterWatch in 2019 after several 
years of field organizing, managing political 
campaigns, working for trade justice, and 
helping to market a film. Robyn helped carry 

out two successful auctions, raised our social media 
game and often solved problems before we knew we had 
them. In February, Robyn’s son, Asher, arrived in the world. 
We all wish Robyn (and Asher) the best as they navigate 
parenthood and childhood!  

DAVID ROW 
David was hired in spring 2019 as WaterWatch’s 
first full-time Communications Manager. He 
coordinated retooling of Instream, helped 
substantially elevate social media activity and 

presence, and narrated the feature video shown at last 
year’s auction. We wish David the best in his new career. 

MONET HAMPSON 
Her role as Administrative Assistant is new, 
but Monet brings to the job a familiarity with 
WaterWatch’s mission. Monet has worked 
the past two years as freelance designer of 

Instream newsletter and enjoys helping illustrate what she 
refers to as WaterWatch’s message of river advocacy. 

She grew up in Bozeman, Montana, and misses her 
beloved hometown rivers – the Gallatin, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Yellowstone. Monet has a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from Montana State University.   

Monet has worked in Portland since 2005, most recently  
as a designer for Portland Mercury.

WADE NKRUMAH 
Wade began his career in Portland after moving 
from Houston. He loves the urban pulse. He was 
born in a big city (Chicago), went to university 
near a big city (Los Angeles) and waited a long 

time for Portland to become a big city. 
Immediately prior to joining WaterWatch this spring, 
he spent a year doing Public Information Office 
communications for Multnomah County Emergency 
Operations Center COVID-19 response. He also did 
communications in the past year for Multnomah County 
Library, where he was a clerk for three years. 

Wade started his career as a reporter, working 23 years 
at The Oregonian. He covered breaking news and sports; 

Previously, Leslie was Director of Freshwater Programs for 
The Nature Conservancy in Oregon, working on ecological 
protections for surface water and groundwater. She also 
worked for Oregon Water Trust, the first organization 
focused on securing instream flows through water 
transactions. Her career also includes stints with federal 
and state government agencies. 
Education: Ph.D. Hydrology and Water Resources, Colorado 
State University; M.S. Soil Physics and Hydrology, New 
Mexico State University; B.S. Soil and Water Science, 
University of California, Davis. 

VALERIA “VAL” GONZALES 
Peruvian born and California raised, Val 
advocates for accessibility in natural resources. 
She studied biology and sustainability, earning 
a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Portland 

State University, and is working in ecology, sustainability, 
and climate programs with the US Forest Service.  
Val enjoys spending her free time surfing new waves,  
hiking new trails, and cooking new dishes. 

Val’s roots in Peru nurture a deep caring about water issues 
and their implications in environmental justice. Most of all, 
Val is passionate about community, and hopes to continue 
building bridges in the world of conservation. 

This year brings new faces to WaterWatch of Oregon, 
but also sees the departure of familiar staff. 
 The Board of Directors welcomes Leslie Bach 

and Valeria “Val” Gonzales. Staff welcomes Monet 
Hampson as Administrative Assistant, and Wade 
Nkrumah as Communications Manager. And staff says 
goodbye to Administrative Assistant Robyn Gottlieb and 
Communications Manager David Row. 
The board, now 14 members strong, has one vacancy to 
fill. So, if you know anyone with a love of Oregon rivers, 
streams and fish, and a desire to join forces to protect and 
restore Oregon’s waters, send them our way. 
At WaterWatch offices, the team is now operating at its 
full nine-person capacity. Here’s more about the newest 
members of Team WaterWatch. 

LESLIE BACH 
She brings more than 30 years experience 
in water resources management in many 
different areas of science, policy and law. 
Outside of work, Leslie goes outside. She likes 

hiking, kayaking, and cross-country skiing. Her current 
professional focus at Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council includes streamflow and fish passage at dams, 
habitat restoration, water quality and climate change. 

WATERWATCH WELCOMES...AND SAYS GOOD-BYE
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On the color-coded map, 
Oregon looks like a tidy 
little campfire. A bed of 

glowing red coals at the bottom, 
flames of red and orange 
spreading east and west and 

lapping at the northern border with Washington. 
The map, from the June 1 Oregon Water 
Conditions Report from the Water Resources 
Department, depicts various stages of “drought” 
in the state – moderate, severe, extreme and 
exceptional.  

“DROUGHT” – WHAT IS IT?  
There is no concise, accepted definition. 
Definitions range from a focus on “shortages 
of water supply” (always a focus on supply, 
rarely on demand) to a “prolonged lack of 
rainfall” to “abnormally dry conditions.” These 
are obviously all quite different. We think of 
drought as a departure from some perceived 
or measured hydrologic normal to which we 
hope to return. Yet, we regularly find ourselves 
in a “drought,” and regularly declare various 
drought emergencies for much of the West. The 
headlines scream “Mega-drought in the Colorado 
Basin,” “Extreme Drought in the Klamath Basin” 
and “Drought Returns to California.”  
Didn’t drought just leave California? Perhaps our 
concepts and expectations of what is normal 
bear some scrutiny. 

STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS We are all in California now 

“Drought” is not simply a function of nature 
delivering abnormally less water as rain or snow 
or precipitation falling at the wrong times of year. 
“The West’s water crisis is as much a product 
of human error and hubris as it is of nature.” 
[Zamora, Lustgarten and Kirchner, Pro Publica, 2015]
Rain never has followed the plow, yet we remain 
exceptionally slow to adopt reforms when the 
hydrologic reality does not match our human 
expectations.  

2021 IS SHAPING UP AS A VERY 
TOUGH YEAR FOR RIVERS, 
AQUATIC SPECIES AND PEOPLE.  
Tragic fish kills are already happening in the 
Klamath and elsewhere. Agriculture is litigating 
to try and stop ANY release of water out of 
Upper Klamath Lake into the Klamath River, and 
the Bundy fringe is assembling at the A Canal 
headgates. Margins of error for fish, wildlife 
and water managers are slim to none across 
many portions of the state. Haven’t we been 
here before enough to know better? Rather 
than praying for rain, as Utah Gov. Spencer 
Cox recently suggested, perhaps we should 
get serious about common sense reforms and 
measured expectations around water.  
The current problems didn’t begin with lack of 
snowfall or low precipitation or a shortage of 
prayer. Even in a relatively normal water year 

By John DeVoe
STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS We are all in California now 
By John DeVoe
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in Oregon, every one of our state’s river basins 
already suffers from water shortages due to 
human activity. For well over a century, Oregon 
(and all Western states) encouraged people 
to extract water from our rivers, streams and 
aquifers under a system of now outdated water 
laws largely designed for a different time. This 
legacy system exacerbates the current problems 
we face, creates water expectations that can’t 
be met, and creates ecologically damaging and 
inequitable outcomes.  

WHAT ARE SOME SOLUTIONS?  
First, ecosystems, fish and the water needs of 
rivers simply were not recognized when most 
water in Oregon and the West was allocated. 
While some progress has been made, Oregon 
water laws still allow a water user to dry up 
a stream completely. In most of the West, 
streamflow is not recognized as a legal use of 
water. To solve the water crisis, the environment 
must obtain a legally enforceable share of water.   

Second, smart water management is impossible 
where, in large part, water users do not measure 
and report their water use. This is intentional 
ignorance, designed and calculated to ensure 
that Oregon and other western states cannot 
manage what they do not measure. Incredibly, 
more than half the water diverted in Oregon is 
not measured. Even where required, compliance 
is spotty and agency capacity to acquire and 
process measurement and other data is always 
threatened on the legislative budget chopping 

block. Combine these facts with a lack of 
understanding about aquifers across large 
swaths of Oregon and the West and we have a 
system that is designed, quite intentionally, to 
be unable to make sustainable management 
decisions required by a changing climate.  

Third, the system has the wrong incentives. 
Water is free. There is no price signal associated 
with the water itself that would incentivize 
conservation and efficiency. Because water 
is free, there is a chronic lack of funding for 
sustainable water management. Again, this is an 
intentional result caused by the politics of those 
who benefit from the current system.  

If we want to adapt rather than lurch from 
crisis to crisis, we will need to think and behave 
differently in a climate changed world. Other 
long-needed reforms and investments long 
opposed by water user lobbyists include: 
stronger efforts against illegal use; conservation 
planning and drought curtailment plans 
for agriculture and cities; identification and 
protection of thermal refugia and groundwater 
dependent ecosystems; riparian protections; 
increased funding for instream leases and 
acquisitions and established drought responses 
for aquatic species alongside those for counties, 
agriculture, and cities.   

We have a great deal of influence over the 
situation – if we choose to exercise it. It’s past 
time to connect the dots and recognize that 
“drought” results not only from periodic natural 
and climate forced cycles, but also from our 
collective failure to allocate and manage water 
sustainably. Please join the effort to secure an 
ecologically appropriate, balanced and equitable 
water future. 

When it comes to water, we are 
all in California now.n 
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MEGA-DAIRY Q & A with Brian Posewitz
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WaterWatch of Oregon staff attorney Brian 
Posewitz currently is working with a 
coalition seeking to limit the number of 

large-scale industrial dairy farms in Oregon. But, 
Brian says, the water impacts of mega-dairies 
is not new to WaterWatch. “That’s one of the 
reasons we were asked to join the coalition.” In this 
Question & Answer interview, Brian updates on 
WaterWatch’s efforts in this area.  
Where do mega-diaries fit into WaterWatch’s 
mission? Could you start with a primer? 
Brian—The basic answer to that question is that 
WaterWatch is involved in the work around mega-
diaries because mega-dairies use an enormous 
amount of water. 

You say an enormous amount of water. 
What is enormous? Is there a baseline or some 
kind of analogy or comparison? 
Brian—The most recent dairies that have been 
proposed near Boardman – the most recent new 
dairies – would have approximately 30,000 cows. 
And if you add up all of the water needs of a dairy 
that size – and the water needs include drinking 
water for the cows; water for dairy operations; and 
water to irrigate the crops that are fed to the cows 
and that are used to absorb the nitrates in the 
animal waste. If you add all that up for a dairy of 
30,000 cows, it comes out to an average of about 
20 million gallons of water a day.  

To put that into perspective, the city of Bend’s 
municipal water supply system currently uses 
about 12 million gallons a day on average. So, a 
mega-dairy with 30,000 cows uses more water 
than the water system of the city of Bend. [Editor’s 
note: Bend’s population is 106,023. Source: World 
Population Review] 

What is WatchWatch’s tactic in terms of trying to 
limit the impact of mega-dairies or the growth of 
mega-dairies? What are we doing? 
Brian—Back in about 2016, there was a proposal 
to build a new mega-dairy out by Boardman. The 
new mega-dairy was called Lost Valley Farms. 
In response to that, a number of different groups 
started talking to each other about the impact of 
mega-dairies and reasons that this new mega-
dairy should be opposed. Those talks led to the 
formation of a coalition. WaterWatch was asked to 
join the coalition because people were aware that 
mega-dairies raised lots of water issues in terms of 
their impact on water resources, and also in terms 
of they would need certain water rights in order to 
be able to operate. We could help analyze that situation. 

WaterWatch has done work around the water 
impacts of mega-dairies before. A great example 
of that was that back in the late 90s; there was a 
proposal to put what is now the largest dairy in 
the country, out in that area. It’s called Threemile 

"...for a dairy of 30,000 cows, it comes out to an average of  
about 20 million gallons of water a day."

"...for a dairy of 30,000 cows, it comes out to an average of  
about 20 million gallons of water a day."



Canyon Farms. WaterWatch was heavily involved 
in the water rights issues that arose in relation to 
that. And Karen Russell, then a WaterWatch staff 
attorney, worked on that. People referred to it as 
the Boeing litigation because an affiliate of Boeing 
– yes, the airplane company – leased the land at 
the time and was sub-leasing it to what became 
Threemile Canyon Farms. There were a number of 
water rights battles and other litigation around that, 
which led to a settlement agreement that scaled 
back the size of the development and its water 
withdrawals, set aside more than 22,000 acres for 
conservation, and put up, I think, $1 million to be 
used to buy water rights. So, there’s a whole history 
of WaterWatch being involved in issues around 
mega-dairies. It didn’t start with me.  

WaterWatch has been able to reach some 
settlements that mitigate the impact of  
mega-dairies. Is that correct? 
Brian— Yes, in the past. That’s what’s happened 
with the one from the late ‘90s and the early 2000s. 
[Editor’s note: this is in reference to Threemile Canyon 
Farms] 

So, if WaterWatch reached settlements for 
mitigation, what is the continuing or ongoing 
issue with mega-dairies? Is it to stop the growth 
of mega-dairies and the establishment of more 
mega-dairies? 
Brian—In the past, the work that was done around 
what is now called Three-Mile Canyon Farms, the 
result was to obtain a bunch of agreements that 
would mitigate the impact. Fast-forward to modern 
times, 2016, and we’re part of a coalition that’s 
concerned about all the impacts of mega-dairies, 
including their impacts on water resources. The 
stated goal of the coalition is simply not to have 
these mega-dairies anymore; to simply not have 
these huge, industrial dairy facilities, at least not 
until we are sure we have adequate laws in place 
to prevent all of their harmful impacts – to water 
supplies, and also to air quality, water quality, 
animal welfare, and family farms. So, the goal 
of our coalition is that there be a moratorium on 
new dairies with 2,500 cows or more; for all these 
reasons, including their impacts on water resources. 

What defines a mega-dairy? 
Brian—There is no clear place to draw that line. 
The coalition that we’re a part of decided to draw it 
at 2,500 cows because that seems to be the point 
where you’re sort of getting to the scale of what 
we would call a mega-dairy. And, also, there is a 
regulatory distinction at that level, too, in terms of 
what constitutes a large dairy. 

How many mega-dairies are in Oregon? 
Brian— In terms of how many dairies there are 
in Oregon that are permitted to have 2,500 cows 
or more, it looks like it’s 22. All these dairies need 
a Confined Animal Feeding Operation, or CAFO 
permit. That’s a permit that comes from the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture and Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality. It is designed to regulate 
the dairies’ impacts on water quality, because all 
that manure they create runs off into the water 
systems, and that is regulated. The permits specify 
how many animals they can have.    

Are there ongoing court proceedings related to a 
mega-dairy case that WaterWatch is working on? 
Brian—There was Lost Valley Farms that I talked 
about, which is why the coalition we are part of 
got created, and there was some litigation around 
that related to their proposed water rights. Lost 
Valley ultimately went out of business. But now 
there is a proposal to put a new dairy at the same 
site. That dairy would be called the Easterday Dairy. 
They have an application pending at the Oregon 
Department of Agriculture for a CAFO permit. 
So, we, as part of the coalition, are going to be 
opposing that permit and waiting to see what their 
plans are for supplying water to the site. And we’re sort 
of waiting for the draft to come out for public comment. 
  
Where is this trending? Is it trending for more 
mega-dairies or for smaller, fewer than 2,500-
cows dairies? 
Brian—Other people have a better handle on this 
data than I do. But it’s very definitely trending 
towards fewer dairies with lots and lots of cows. 
So, we’re seeing elimination of small family farms 
in favor of giant mega-dairies. So, the number of 
cows goes up, but the number of dairies goes 
down dramatically. That’s what the data is saying.n 
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WATERWATCH OF OREGON 
REPORTS FROM SALEM  
AS LEGISLATURE  
DEADLINE APPROACHES
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Set against the backdrop of a worldwide 
pandemic, the 2021 legislative session is  
one for the record books. 

In addition to concerns about the health and safety 
of Oregonians, lawmakers faced: 
• Uncertainty about Oregon’s economic future; 
• A record breaking 4,000 bills;
• A capitol building closed to the public;
• Virtual communication platforms; 
• And walk outs by Republican legislators for the 
third year in a row. 
In this setting, water has received a fair amount of 
attention. The House Water Committee considered 
dozens of water policy bills, and funding water is 
a big topic in Joint Ways and Means Committee 
budget discussions as the session nears its end. 

Due to newsletter publication deadline before the 
legislative session’s closing, we cannot report on 
the full landscape. But we feel confident about a 
few things, including the positive revenue forecast 
in May as a game changer for budget discussions. 

The session started in what Salem insiders refer 
to as a “cuts” year, with key water positions in the 
Oregon Water Resources Department’s budget on 
the chopping block. But to the surprise of most, the 
May revenue forecast showed Oregon having its 
strongest economic growth since the 1980s, with 
incomes higher than before the pandemic, and tax 
collections at an all-time high. The forecast is up 
$1.2 billion this biennium and forecast to be up $1.3 
billion in the ‘21-’23 biennium, and up $1.6 billion in 
the ‘23-’25 biennium.  

This unprecedented growth is spiking Oregon 
revenue to heights not seen in a long time, and 
especially as combined with Federal American 
Rescue Act funds. This new budget paradigm 

shifted legislative attention from budget cuts to 
focused deliberations on adding resources to 
natural resource agency budgets, and water-related 
initiatives. 
As for policy bills, results are mixed thus far. We 
are happy to report that several bad water bills are 
dead. These bills would have legalized an illegal 
reservoir in Southern Oregon (House Bill 2616), 
limited the state’s ability to regulate groundwater 
(Senate Bill 661), and gutted Oregon’s fish passage 
laws (HB 2016).     

Equally positive, the House and Senate passed HB 
3185, which will ensure that materials removed 
during agricultural channel maintenance activities 
cannot be placed – temporarily or permanently 
– on undisturbed wetlands. This bill fixes a major 
problem with the program and will help ensure that 
ecologically important wetlands are protected from 
these agricultural activities.   

Still, we are disappointed to report that SB 387 
and SB 583 – aimed at curbing negative water 
footprints of large-scale industrial animal feed 
lots – also died. And months-long discussions 
on increasing the pace and scale of water use 
measurement and reporting (HB 3166) fell by the 
wayside. 
 
Policy bills still in play in Joint Ways and Means 
Natural Resources Sub-Committee include 
changes to use of stored water (HB 3103), regional 
management (HB 2251), Place Based Planning  
(HB 3015), groundwater budgets (HB 2018), and 
Harney Basin domestic well relief (HB 3092). Natural 
Resources agency budgets also need to be finalized. 
 
Stay tuned for a full legislative wrap up in our next 
newsletter! n



MAIL
Donations may be sent to:

WaterWatch
213 SW Ash Street, Suite 208

Portland, OR 97204

BECOME A MONTHLY MEMBER
Giving monthly is a simple way 

to provide us with consistent and 
reliable support throughout the year.

Sign up to become a monthly sustaining 
member at waterwatch.org/donate or 
via phone at (503) 295-4039 ext. 0 

Donate Securities
Donating appreciated securities such as stocks, bonds 

or mutual funds is an e�ective tax-friendly way to 
support WaterWatch

Estate Planning
You can help secure a legacy of healthy rivers in 

Oregon by including WaterWatch in your estate plans. 
We can help you find a plan that meets your needs 

and benefits Oregon’s rivers long into the future.

Workplace Giving
Many employers make it easy 

to support by o�ering matching 
payroll contribution programs. Ask your employer if 

your workplace is able to help you support WaterWatch

Donate your Vehicle
WaterWatch accepts vehicle donations with Charity 

Connections, a non-profit vehicle donations program.

WaterWatch is proud to participate in the following programs:

ONLINE
Make a one-time or 
recurring monthly 

donation at 
waterwatch.org/donate

Ways to support!Ways to support!

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE

Please Support WaterWatch and invest 
in the health of Oregon’s rivers, lakes, 

aquifers and wetlands!
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Klamath River Juvenile Chinook Salmon

KLAMATH DROUGHT – AND EXTREMISM – RETURNS 

Severe drought is gripping much of the West 
this year, and the Klamath River Basin is no 
exception.  

Despite being confirmed junior water rights holders, 
agribusiness interests in the federal-taxpayer-
funded Klamath Project again are making national 
headlines by requesting support from violent 
anti-government extremists and complaining of 
unfair treatment compared with the many other 
communities reeling from the same basin-wide disaster.
However, the unavoidable fact is that under water 
law, junior water rights holders such as the Klamath 
Project are subject to shut off of water use during 
a shortage, with certain exceptions for livestock 
and domestic use, until all surrounding senior water 
right holders receive their full right. 

In this case, the most senior water rights holders 
in the Klamath are Native American Tribes, which 
hold rights dating to time immemorial guaranteed 
by federal treaty to support abundant runs of 
salmon and other fish. Unfortunately, the basin 
tribes have not received anywhere near their full 
water right this year, as demonstrated by a massive 
drought-driven salmon parasite outbreak and kill 
of baby Klamath River salmon this spring and the 
continued alarming collapse of native resident fish 
populations and reproduction in and around Upper 
Klamath Lake.  
Consequences from this year’s drought and 
collapse of Klamath fish populations is likely to 
persist for years within the basin and among 
coastal fishing communities. It may also lead to the 
functional extinction of once prolific native lake fish 
central to the diet and culture of The Klamath Tribes. 
Depressed Klamath salmon runs are driving 
restrictions on this year’s commercial and 

recreational ocean salmon harvest – and economic 
hardship – along hundreds of miles of coastline. 
The salmon-dependent Yurok Tribe of the lower 
river have already cancelled their in-river harvest. 
There are now even fewer young Klamath salmon 
to replace 2021’s scarce adults in the coming years. 
Meanwhile, lack of water on the Klamath’s 
spectacular National Wildlife Refuge Complex may 
spark another round of lethal waterfowl disease 
outbreaks. This would further degrade the last 
remnant of the basin’s critical of migratory bird 
habitat, and further impair the function of these 
last wetlands as the basin’s natural water filter 
and storage system.  
In recent years, WaterWatch of Oregon’s main 
Klamath Basin focus has been driving a resolution 
of these refuges’ longstanding water supply 
problems. However, realizing a sustainable future 
overall for the Klamath will require a comprehensive 
federal program to bring demand for water back 
into balance with what nature can provide, and 
the phase out of all commercial farming on the 
Klamath’s National Wildlife Refuges to restore these 
refuge lands to actual fish and wildlife habitat, 
recover significant natural water storage 
capacity, and improve water quality. 

Even in wet years in the Klamath, the basin’s 
fundamental problem remains: too much water 
promised to too many interests. This imbalance will 
continue to cause serious harm to Klamath fish and 
wildlife as well as all the communities that depend 
on the Klamath River until we bring the basin’s demand 
for water into balance with what nature can provide. 

With your support, WaterWatch will continue our 
longstanding work to help achieve a sustainable 
water future in the Klamath.n

10       WaterWatch of Oregon 



Mark your calendars for our 
19th Annual Celebration of Oregon 
Rivers on Saturday, November 6th! 

This hybrid gathering will feature an  
in-person cocktail reception at the  

Left Bank Annex in Portland, as well as 
the opportunity to join remotely from 

your living room! We’ll have an exciting 
line-up of auction items, including food, 

wine, fishing, and more!  
Visit: 

bit.ly/19thgathering 
to learn more and save your seat

Please stay tuned for announcements about 
our Fall Webinar Series! We’ll be featuring 

WaterWatch staff, board members, and guest 
speakers in a series of webinars focusing on 

WaterWatch’s critical work.

Oregon Senator Jeff Merkley teamed up with 
Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) to introduce 
their Saline Lake Ecosystems in the Great 

Basin States Program Act. They were joined in 
the introduction by Senators Ron Wyden (D-OR), 
Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV), and Jacky Rosen (D-NV). 
This is fantastic news for these imperiled and 
ecologically rare and critical lakes, which sustain 
millions of migrating birds each year. This 
bipartisan legislation would facilitate an integrated 
regional assessment of saline lake ecosystems, 
including Oregon’s amazing Lake Abert, providing 
critical data and increased understanding of these 
ecosystems that will be key to the long term 
conservation of these important ecosystems.  

The Act would authorize a study by the U.S. 
Geological Survey—in conjunction with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and other federal, state, 
tribal, and local agencies, research universities, 
non-profit organizations, and other partners—
to form an action plan for a robust multi-year 
integrated program to assess, monitor, and 
conserve saline lake ecosystems.

The Act would be incredibly helpful to 
understanding and ultimately addressing 
conservation needs at Oregon’s largest saline 
lake, Lake Abert, which has suffered from critically 
low water levels in recent years—and this year. 
Monitoring, data, and scientific understanding of 
Lake Abert will be key to its long-term conservation. 
The Act would provide the scientific resources and 
attention that this gem needs and deserves. 

As Senator Merkley 
stated in 

the Press Release on the introduction of the Act: 
“Our lands and waters—including our saline lakes 
like Lake Abert and Goose Lake—are integral to 
the futures of countless animals and migratory 
birds, as well as Oregonians’ quality of life and 
livelihoods. These ecosystems must be protected, 
but we can’t do that without sufficient data. So 
let’s work to secure the studies and science we 
need to put long-term plans into action, so we can 
ensure that our saline lakes ecosystem can thrive for 
generations to come.”
WaterWatch thanks Senator Merkley and Senator 
Romney for their leadership on this important work 
and Senator Wyden and others who joined in the 
introduction. If you get a chance, please thank them. 
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/contact
https://www.wyden.senate.gov/contact/email-ron
https://www.romney.senate.gov/contact

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TO PROTECT 
SALINE LAKE ECOSYSTEMS
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